
Renu Singh

Contact
Information

Durham University, School of Government and International Affairs Durham, UK
+1 508 971 7889 | +44 75 8519 2004 renu.singh@durham.ac.uk

Interests Global health security and governance, comparative political institutions, science policy, political
behavior, comparative social policy, political economy of health and the environment, state politics

Affiliations Assistant Professor, Durham University 2024-
School of Government and International Affairs

• Program Director, MSc Public Policy (2024-)

• Fellow, Global Policy Institute (2024-)

• Fellow, Wolfson Research Institute for Health and Wellbeing (2024-)

Scholar, Georgetown University Law Center 2021-
O’Neill Institute for National and Global Health Law

Academic Director & Professor, Georgetown University 2017-
Economic Policy Academy, School of Continuing Studies

Lecturer (Italian Equivalent), Bocconi University 2022-2023
Department of Social and Political Sciences

• Fellow, Institute for European Policymaking (2023-)

• Research Fellow, DONDENA Centre for Research (2022-2023)

Research Assistant Professor, Hong Kong University of Science & Tech 2021-2022
Division of Public Policy

• Junior Fellow, Jockey Club Institute for Advanced Study (2021-2022)

• Faculty Affiliate, Institute for Emerging Market Studies (2021-)

Postdoctoral Fellow, Georgetown University Law Center 2020-2021
O’Neill Institute for National and Global Health Law

Visiting Fellow, Stanford University 2019
Department of Political Science

Visiting Fellow, Hertie School of Governance 2018
Jacques Delors Institute Berlin, Center for European Affairs

Academic Director & Professor, Georgetown University 2016
International Law Institute, School of Continuing Studies

Education Georgetown University, Washington, DC

Ph.D., Government (2020)

� Dissertation: “What Makes a Changemaker? Policy Entrepreneurs, Policy Change, and the
Politics of Obesity in Germany and the US”

� External Affiliation: The Hertie School of Governance, Berlin, Germany (Fulbright Scholar
2017-2018)

M.A., Government (2017)

London School of Economics and Political Science, London, UK

M.Sc., Public Policy and Administration (2011)

Ludwig Maximilian Universität München, Munich, Germany

Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst (DAAD) Fellow at the Pettenkofer School of Public
Health (2009-2010)
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Univeristy of Massachusetts Amherst, Amherst, MA

B.S., Microbiology (2009)

� Summa Cum Laude, Commonwealth College Honors With Greatest Distinction, andDepartmental
Honors

B.A., Political Science (International Relations Concentration) (2009)

� Summa Cum Laude and Commonwealth College Honors With Greatest Distinction

Trinity College, Oxford University Summer Seminar (2007)

Additional Training

IQMR: Institute for Qualitative and Multi-Method Research (2017)

ICPSR: Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research Summer Program in Quantitative
Methods (2016)

Book Projects What Makes a Changemaker? The Politics of Policy Change in the Obesity Crisis. Working
Manuscript.

� Awarded Best Poster for APSA Public Policy Section, 2019

Designed to Fail? COVAX, Vaccine Inequity, and the COVID-19 Pandemic. (with Summer Marion
and Catherine Worsnop) Under Advance Contract with Cambridge University Press, Elements in
International Relations.

Peer-Reviewed
Publications

“Public preferences for vaccination campaigns in the COVID-19 endemic phase: insights from the
VaxPref database.” (with Marcello Antonini, et al.) Health Policy and Technology 2024.

“Priming COVID-19’s Consequences Can Increase Support for Investments in Public Health.”
Social Science & Medicine. 2023.

“Vaccine Politics: Law and Inequality in the Global Pandemic Response to COVID-19.” (with
Matthew Kavanagh) Global Policy. 2023.

“Legal Paradigms and the Politics of Global COVID-19 Vaccine Access.” (with Matthew Kavanagh)
in Intellectual Property, COVID-19, and the Next Pandemic: Diagnosing Problems, Developing
Cures. Eds. Madhvi Sunder and Haochen Sun. Cambridge University Press. Forthcoming.

“Where’s the Money From? Attitudes toward Donor Countries and Foreign Aid in the Arab
World.” (with Scott Williamson) International Studies Quarterly. 2022.

� Featured: “The Issue with a Gift Horse Is not the Mouth, but the Passport.” Bocconi Knowledge.

“A Comparative Perspective on the COVID-19 Response in Europe.” in How COVID-19 Took
Over the World: Lessons for the Future with Comparative Perspectives from Health, Politics, and
Socioeconomics. Ed. Christine Loh. Hong Kong University Press. 2023.

“The Social Contract and Responses to COVID-19.” in How COVID-19 Took Over the World:
Lessons for the Future with Comparative Perspectives from Health, Politics, and Socioeconomics.
Ed. Christine Loh. Hong Kong University Press. 2023.

“Fashion consumption during COVID: Comparative analysis of changing practices across nine
countries.” (with Katia Vladimirova, et al.) Cleaner and Responsible Consumption. 2022.

“When mortality knocks: Pandemic-inspired attitude shifts with clothing in six countries.” (with
Samira Iran, et al.) International Journal of Sustainable Fashion & Textiles. 2022

“Playing Politics: WHO’s Response to COVID-19.” (with Matthew M. Kavanagh and Mara
Pillinger) in Coronavirus Politics: The Comparative Politics and Policy of COVID-19. Eds. Scott
L. Greer, Elizabeth J. King, Andre Peralta, and Elize Massard da Fonseca. University of Michigan
Press. 2021.
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� The most discussed monograph of 2021 according to Altmetric

“Understanding and Comparing HIV-Related Law & Policy Environments: Cross-National Data
and Accountability for the Global AIDS Response.” (with Matthew M. Kavanagh, et al.) BMJ
Global Health. 2020.

“Democracy, Capacity, and Coercion in Pandemic Response - COVID-19 in Comparative Political
Perspective.” (with Matthew M. Kavanagh) Journal of Health Politics, Policy and Law. 2020.

� JHPPL’s third most read article published in 2020

Articles Under
Review

“Regime Type, State Capacity, and the Politics of COVID-19 Vaccinations in Egypt, Jordan, and
Tunisia.” (with Scott Williamson) Revise & Resubmit

“Which Experts and Why? Assessing the Effects of Expert Guidance from Different Levels of
Governance.”

“Assessing WHO’s Influence: Vaccine Endorsements in the Context of a Diversified Global Health
System.” (with Naoko Matsumura, et al.)

“Anti-Americanism and Foreign Aid Preferences Among Political Elites: Evidence from Tunisia.”
(with Alexandra Blackman, Aytuğ Şaşmaz, and Scott Williamson)

“The determinants of satisfaction with shared parking use: A case study of Guangzhou, China.”
(with Juan Wang and Pengyu Zhu)

“China’s Model of Technology Leapfrog: A Case Study of electric vehicle (EV) policies and the
development of green technology.” (with Xinying Tan and Pengyu Zhu) Revise & Resubmit

“Democracy, Trust, and Political Orientation: Unravelling the Role of Individual Political Factors
in Vaccine Attitudes.” (Marcello Antonini, et al.)

Working
Papers

“Saving the World to Save Ourselves? How Self-Interest Affects Support for Global Vaccine
Sharing.”

“Does Legislative Approval Increase Policy Support During a Crisis? Evidence from Five
Countries.”

“Crisis Performance, Hegemonic Preferences, and Support for Democracy: Evidence from the
COVID-19 Pandemic.” (with Scott Williamson and Jonathan Chu)

“What Motivates the Motivators: How Healthcare Providers Get Patients Ready to Vote.” (with
Georgia Kernell, et al.)

“How Obamacare Altered State-Level Public Opinion on Medicaid.”

Selected
Other
Publications &
Media

“Global Health Security Is National Security.” 49security. Global Public Policy Institute (GPPi).
2023.

“Fashion Futures 2040.” Sustainable Fashion Consumption Network. 2023.

“What will remain in the wardrobes after Covid?” Via Sarfatti 25. 2023.

Expert commentary on global governance, COVID-19 policies in the Asia-Pacific, and vaccines for
“Asia-Pacific wants to live with Covid. Omicron is threatening those reopening plans.” (by Helen
Regan) CNN International. December 6, 2021.

“Global Issues in COVID-19 Relief” Researchers’ Roundtable. COVIDCalls Podcast, hosted by
Scott Gabriel Knowles. October 13, 2021.

3 of 8

https://www.altmetric.com/blog/top-100-2021-techno-remix/
https://fourninesecurity.de/en/2023/03/31/global-health-security-is-national-security
https://sustainablefashionconsumption.org/projects-2/fashion-futures-2040/
https://www.viasarfatti25.unibocconi.eu/notizia.php?idArt=25154
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/12/05/asia/asia-pacific-omicron-variant-reopening-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sW7ghrPCoX8&t=6s


“New donation pledges won’t fill global COVID-19 vaccine shortfalls. Here’s why.” (with Ngozi
Erondu) The Conversation. October 6, 2021.

� The Aspen Institute’s Best Idea of the Day (October 25, 2021)

“The U.N. has a plan to end AIDS by 2030. But Russia doesn’t like it.” (with Mara Pillinger) The
Washington Post (The Monkey Cage). September 15, 2021.

“To Democratize Vaccine Access, Democratize Production.” (with Matthew M. Kavanagh, Mara
Pillinger, and Katherine Ginsbach) Foreign Policy Magazine. March 1, 2021.

“COVID-19 Vaccine Production for LMICs.” (with Matthew M. Kavanagh, Ngozi Erondu, Mara
Pillinger, Kashish Aneja, and Katherine Ginsbach) Policy Discussion Paper. February 25, 2021.

“Where has the world made progress in HIV Policy.” LSE Blogs. January 26, 2021

“2020 Global HIV Policy Report: Policy Barriers to HIV Progress.” (with Matthew M. Kavanagh
and Mara Pillinger) HIV Policy Lab Report. November 30, 2020.

“Why public trust in the WHO matters.” LSE Blogs. May 19, 2020.

“Coronavirus and Prospects for Instability in Egypt.” (with Scott Williamson) Carnegie Endowment
for International Peace. April 22, 2020.

“How the Coronavirus is Plaguing Autocracies and Democracies” Duck of Minerva. March 10,
2020.

“Book Review: Thieves of State by Sara Chayes.” Democracy and Society. Volume 14. 2016-2017.

“Global Health Security and Strategic Diplomacy.” Atlantische Initiative. December 12, 2016.

“The Case for Strategic Health Diplomacy: A Study of PEPFAR.” Bipartisan Policy Center. 2015.
(Under Tom Daschle and Bill Frist).

“Economic Prospects.” & ”Economic Snapshot” (quarterly reports). nVision USA. Future Foundation.
2013-2014.

“The sugar-coated truth.” Future Foundation. March 13, 2014.

“Converging Health Risks and New Inhibitions to Unhealthy Living.” nVision USA. Future
Foundation. 2014.

“Health Innovations: Key Health Trends for the 10s Decade.” nVision USA. Future Foundation.
2014.

“Highlights from the Census for England and Wales.” nVision UK. Future Foundation. 2014.

“CVS: The business of being healthy meets the being healthy business.” Future Foundation.
February 7, 2014.

“Pension Half-Board.” nVision UK. Future Foundation. 2014.

“Malaria and Poverty in Africa.” Naval Academic Foreign Affairs Conference. 2009.

Workshops &
Conference
Presentations

Oxford University: Global Health Justice Workshop (2024)

American Political Science Association Conference (2017, 2018, 2019, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024)

British International Studies Association (2024)

European Political Science Association Conference (2021, 2023, 2024)

International Studies Association Conference (2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024)

European International Studies Association (2023)

The Sustainable Consumption Research and Action Initiative Conference (2023, regretfully declined)

Product Lifetimes And The Environment Conference (2023, regretfully declined)
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International Conference of Europeanists (2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023)

Midwest Political Science Association Conference (2016, 2017, 2019, 2020, 2021)

Bridging the Gap New Era Workshop (2020)

State Politics and Policy Conference (2016, 2019, 2020)

Southern Political Science Association Conference (2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020)

Pre-APSA Global Health Workshop (2019)

Southern Political Science Association Conference (2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020)

Political Studies Association Conference (2018)

Women of Color in Political Science Workshop (2017)

Western Political Science Association Conference (2017)

Georgetown University Graduate Working Group (2016)

Naval Academy Foreign Affairs Conference (2009)

Invited Talks Oxford Department of International Development, Oxford University (2025)

Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National University of Singapore: Crisis Performance,
Ideology, and Attitudes toward Hegemonic Competition - Evidence from COVID-19 (2024)

FuturEU: Writing a Policy Brief (2024)

North-East Research Development Workshop (2023)

Observer Research Foundation: From G20 to COP28: Energy, Climate and Growth (Delegate for
Global Diplomacy Lab), Abu Dhabi, UAE (2023)

Durham University, The School of Government and International Affairs (2023)

University of Southampton, Department of Politics and International Relations (2023)

Texas Biomedical Research Institute Global Health Symposium: Examining the Geopolitics of
Vaccine Equity (2023)

University of Sussex: Global Health and the Confluence of Science, Technology and Security:
COVID-19 and Beyond (2023)

City University of Hong Kong One Health Seminar - Global Health Challenges: COVID and Beyond
(2023)

Queen’s University Belfast, School of History, Anthropology, Philosophy, and Politics (2023)

Newcastle University, School of Geography, Politics and Sociology (2023)

Liceo Scientifico Vittorini: The Geopolitics and Political Economy of Sustainability (2023)

Wilson Center Science & Tech Innovation Center: Pandemic Response & Vaccine Diplomacy (2022)

Pratt Institute, Sustainable Environmental Systems: Sustainable Fashion Consumption (2022)

City University of Hong Kong One Health Seminar - Global Public Health: Vaccines and Aid
around the World (2022)

Cornell Global Hub Salon: One Health (2022)

Hong Kong University of Science & Technology, Division of Public Policy Seminar (2021)

INCEPTION symposium: Social Sciences and Biology for Understanding Emerging Diseases: “The
Politics of Global Vaccine Equity during COVID-19,” Institut Pasteur, Paris (2021)

University of Massachusetts, Amherst, School of Public Policy (2021)

Fulbright Series Lecture: “Yoga and Public Health,” GITAM School of Gandhian Studies (2021)

International Yoga Day Panel Discussion:“Yoga for Well-Being,” US Embassy New Delhi (2021)

“Introduction to the practical aspects of survey research,” Postgraduate Development Session,
HKUST Division of Public Policy (2021, 2022)

Complex Systems for Policy Guest Lecture, HKUST Division of Public Policy (2021)

Nutrition > Medicine Webinar, Physicians Association for Nutrition International (2021)

George Washington University Comparative Politics Workshop (2020)

UC Berkeley European Politics Working Group (2019)

Hertie School of Governance Work In Progress Seminar (2018)

TEDx Talk: ”Strike a Pose,” TEDx TU Berlin (2018)

Berlin Seminar, The Fulbright Program, US Dept of State (2018)

International Yoga Day, International Conference on Integrative Medicine, Harvard Med (2017)

International Law Guest Lecture, Georgetown Department of Government (2016)
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Selected
Honors,
Awards, &
Research
Grants

Internal (Durham University)

School of Government & International Affairs Research Grant (2023-24)

Internal (Hong Kong University of Science and Technology)

Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program Support Grant (2021, 2022)

Division of Public Policy Faculty Seed Grant (2021)

Interdisciplinary Initiatives and Showcase Projects Grant, Interdisciplinary Programs Office (2021)

Jockey Club Institute for Advanced Study Junior Fellow Grant (2020)

Internal (Georgetown University)

Outstanding Student Leader in Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Service Award, Honorable Mention,
Graduate Teaching Awards (2020)

GSAS Conference Travel Grant (2020)

Department of Government Summer Research Fellowship (2019)

GSAS Dissertation Research Travel Grant (2018)

GSAS Conference Travel Grant (2017)

Department of Government IQMR Grant (2017)

Department of Government ICPSR Grant (2016)

Graduate Teaching and Research Fellowship, Department of Government (2014-2020)

Internal (UMass Amherst)

Senior Leadership Award, UMass Amherst (2009)

George Goodwin Jr. Public Service Award, Department of Political Science (2009)

Oxford Summer Seminar Grant (2007)

External

GRF Grant, Hong Kong Research Grants Council: “The Macrosecuritization of Health Threats in
China: A Polydisease Comparison.” (with Nicholas Thomas (PI) and Catherine Lo) (submitting
2024)

PRIN Grant, Ministero dell’Università e della Ricerca:“The Perpectual Refugee Crisis in Italy and
Beyond: Humanitarian Emergencies, Prejudice, and Social Capital among Host Communities.”
(with Nicolò Cavalli (PI), Scott Williamson, Camilla Borgna, and Tiziana Caponio) (2023)

Maryada Foundation Research Grant (2019)

Fulbright EU-NATO Seminar Grant, German Fulbright Commission (2018)

Fulbright Grant, US Department of State (2017-2018)

APSA Women of Color in Political Science Travel Grant (2017)

The Prestage-Cook Travel Grant, Southern Political Science Association (2016)

Deutsche Akademischer Austauschdienst (DAAD) Fellowship, German Federal Foreign Office,
(2009-2010)

Senator Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship, US Department of Education (2005-2009)

UMass Amherst University Scholar Award, State of Massachusetts (2005-2009)

Phi Beta Kappa (2008)

Teaching

Instructor Politics of the Microbe: Understanding the Relationship
between Science, Policy, and the State Fall 2024-2025

Durham University, School of Government & International Affairs
Core Concepts in Political Science Spring 2024-2025

Durham University, School of Government & International Affairs

Empirical Research in Politics, International Relations, & Security Spring 2024
Durham University, School of Government & International Affairs

Politics and Policymaking Fall 2022 & 2023
Bocconi University, Department of Social and Political Sciences

Current Political Phenomena Fall 2022 & 2023
Bocconi University, Department of Social and Political Sciences
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The Politics and Policy of Global Health Fall 2021
Hong Kong University of Science & Technology, Division of Public Policy

Affordable, Sustainable Fashion Summer 2021-2022
Hong Kong University of Science & Technology, Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program

Economic Policy Summer 2017-
Georgetown University, School of Continuing Studies, Economic Policy Academy

International Law and Human Rights Summer 2016
Georgetown University, School of Continuing Studies, International Law Institute

Trial By Jury Summer 2015
Georgetown University, School of Continuing Studies

Chemistry 112 Fall 2006, Fall 2007
UMass Amherst, Learning Resource Center

The United Nations and World Affairs Summer 2004
MIT High School Summer Program

Assistantships United States Political Systems Spring 2017
Georgetown University, Department of Government

International Law Fall 2016
Georgetown University, Department of Government

Elements of Political Theory Spring 2016
Georgetown University, Department of Government

Comparative Political Systems Fall 2015
Georgetown University, Department of Government

Comparative Political Systems Spring 2015
Georgetown University, Department of Government

Comparative Political Systems Fall 2014
Georgetown University, Department of Government

Research Research Assistant (for Dr. Laia Balcells) Sep 2019-May 2020
Georgetown University, Department of Government | Washington, D.C.

Visiting Research Fellow Apr 2010-Jul 2010
Max Planck Institute for Social Law and Social Policy | Munich, DE

Visiting Research Fellow, Environmental Epidemiology Unit Oct 2009-Jul 2010
Helmholtz Zentrum München | Munich, DE

Research Intern Jun 2007
Embassy of India | Abu Dhabi, UAE

Research Assistant, Dept of Biochemistry & Molecular Biology Jan 2006-May 2008
UMass Amherst, Professor Scott Garman | Amherst, MA

Research Assistant, Department of Political Science Jan 2008-May 2008
UMass Amherst, Professor Dean Robinson | Amherst, MA

Research Assistant, Department of Microbiology Jan 2007
National Yang-Ming University, Professor W. Syu | Taipei, TW

Research Assistant, Department of Microbiology Jun 2003-Aug 2003
Harvard Medical School, Professor Roberto Kolter | Boston, MA

Research Assistant, Evergrande Center for Neurologic Diseases Jun 2002-Aug 2002
Harvard Medical School, Professor Vijay Kuchroo | Boston, MA
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Relevant
Professional
Experience

Member Feb 2022-
Global Diplomacy Lab | Berlin, Germany

Senior Analyst Aug 2012-Apr 2014
Future Foundation | London, UK

Casework & Personal Office Intern, Senator Edward M. Kennedy Jul 2008-Jan 2009
US Senate | Washington, D.C.

Service Academic
Section Chair, Global Health Studies Section, International Studies Association (2024-2027)
PLOS Global Public Health, Editorial Board (2023-)
APSA Health Politics Section Junior Scholar Brown Bag Discussant (2024)
Executive Council Member (2023-24 Program Co-Chair), Health Politics & Policy Section, American
Political Science Association (2023-2024)
Executive Committee Member, Global Health Studies Section, International Studies Association
(2022-2024)
HIV Policy Lab Research Network co-editor, PLOS Global Public Health (2022-2023)
DAAD (German Academic Exchange Service) Research Ambassador (2019-)
Fulbright-Nehru Doctoral Research Fellowship Review Committee, US-India Educational Foundation
(USIEF), Fulbright Commission in India (2023)
Faculty Member, GIO Committee, Bocconi University (2022-2023)
APSA Best Poster Award Selection Committee (2022)
Panel Moderator & Co-Organizer, ChangeLab Solutions & Georgetown University Webinar: Preemption
and Policymaking in Public Health Law: From Local to Global (2022)
Faculty Member, Taught Postgraduate Admissions Committee, Division of Public Policy, Hong
Kong University of Science and Technology (2021-2022)
Speaker, Georgetown Fulbright Alumni Panel Discussion & Networking Reception (2020)
Reviewer, British Journal of Political Science, Social Science & Medicine, World Development,
Disasters Journal, Representation
Speaker, Georgetown Department of Government Grant Writing Workshop (2019)
Speaker, Georgetown Department of Government Pedagogy Workshop (2019)
Discussant, MPSA (2016, 2019), APSA (2021)
External Senior Thesis Advisor (Nathan Loi), BASIS Independent Silicon Valley (2019)
Panel Co-Chair, MPSA (2017)
Panel Chair and Discussant, Pi Sigma Alpha (Political Science Honor Society) National Student
Conference (2015, 2017)
Speaker, Georgetown Department of Government TA Workshop (2017)
Vice President (2015-2016), President (2016-2017), Women’s Caucus, Department of Government,
Georgetown University
Graduate Political Science Association Comparative Politics Representative, Department of Government,
Georgetown University (2015-2016)

Community
Certified Ashtanga Yoga Instructor (US Botanic Gardens, The German Fulbright Commission,
The Hertie School of Governance, Georgetown University, Sai Kung Sunrise Club, Bocconi University,
Sportrock Climbing Centers, Balance Gym)
Bike Ambassador (Washington Area Bicycle Association, Women & Bicycles Initiative)

Skills Languages
English (native)
Hindi (native)
Urdu (fluent speaking)
German (advanced speaking, reading, and writing)
Italian (basic speaking, reading, and writing)
French (basic speaking, reading, and writing)

Statistics & Programming Languages
Stata, R, Latex, Qualtrics, MAXQDA.
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